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Bro. Fortunatus Thanhauser

Mar Mathew Arackal
Bishop of Kanjirapally

2 November 2014 is veritably
ared letter day in the
annals of the Catholic Church in
India in general, and the Diocese
of Kanjirapally in particular.
This day synchronizes with the
elevation of Brother Fortunatus
Thanhéuser of blessed memories
as a Servant of God. By the mercy
of the Almighty, I am called upon
to make the proclamation on
behalf of the Church. It indeed
is gratifying that the Fortune
Magazine is bringing out a
souvenir in commemoration of
this historic event.

The Berlin-born Brother
Fortunatus is a paradigm of a life
totally surrendered to the Will of
God and dedication to the care of
the poor and the sick. He was to
the Highranges of Kerala, what
Mother Theresa was to Calcutta.
At 17 he joined the Hospitilar
Congregation, a noted fraternity in
Germany. He reciprocated in true
Christian spirit the bitter suffering
endured during the Second
World War, starting a hospital
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to take care of the wounded. The
invitation extended to him by

late Mar Mathew Kavukatt, of the
Archdiocese of Changanacherry,
bore abundant fruit on account
of his readiness and expertise in
taking care of the sick. Rev. Fr.
Joseph Meprakarottu, then Vicar
and Rev. Fr. Kuranjiparampil,
then Asst. Vicar of Kattappana
Parish worked hard with Brother
Fortunatus o give him a firm
footing in the region. Also worthy
of mention is the encouragement
and assistance given to Brother
Fortunatus by Bro. Prakash and
later Bro. Alphonse who stood
alongside in the pioneering works.
The house and hospital he founded
at Kattappana in 1968 gradually
transformed the very face of the
township. The housing project he
launched provided houses to 5000
plus families and toilets to a still
larger number. His Pratheeksha
Bhavan brought succour and
solace to numerous physically and
mentally sick people. Another
significant contribution of the
untiring Fortinatus was founding
the Congregation of Sisters of
Charity of St. John of God in
1977. The hallmark of his mission
was his avoidance of publicity.
With the celebrated French poet
Corneille, he believed that

“Kindness loses its grace by
being voiced abroad...

who deserves it be
remembered, should forget it”

“Valliachen”, that means
“Great Father”, as he was
popularly referred to, used to visit
Pratheeksha Bhavan and share the
joys and sorrows of the inmates
till his health declined. He was
called to eternal rest on November
21, 2005 and his life had been an
oblation at the altar of self-effacing
love for all. And now the process
of his canonization is afoot.

I acknowledge gratefully
that ever since the Diocese of
Kanjirapally came into existence,
Bro. Fortinatus and the Sisters of
Charity of St. John of God have
cooperated most sincerely with
the Diocese. I have profound
appreciation for the self-less
services offered by the Sisters to
the sick and poor in true Christian
spirit.

Valliachan can be described as
the father of modern Kattappana
due to the incredible progress
he brought about in housing,
healthcare, education, care for
the discarded and above all, in
spirituality. “The ground that a
good man treads is hallowed.”
says Goethe. As such, Kattappana
and its suburbs, trodden upon
by this humble man of God,
are certainly hallowed. Let us
rejoice and invoke the blessings
of the Almighty to expedite the
canonization process of this true
Servant of God.

“The righteous life forever.....,
a beautiful diadem from the Lord's
hand..” Wisdom of Solomon 5:15

My best wishes to you all.
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IHE,

Mr. M. Louise
(Building Contractor)

have worked with late Bro.

Fortunatus for about thirty
seven years from the age of
nineteen. During my long as-
sociation with late Brother, I
found him to be a good human
being. He was very much de-
voted to his duty and was also
a caring person to all those who
lived with him. He was a helping
hand to all poor.

Personally, he was like a car-
ing father to me. Whenever
there used to be a gathering
to feast in the house, Rev. Bro.
Prakash used to ask me to be at-
tend. I being a worker used to
select a lonely place in the hall
to have my food. The late broth-
er leaving his seat in the dining
table with guests, carrying his
plate with food used to search
for me and take a chair adjacent
to me to have his food. While
having food he used to feed
like a caring father and tell me
“Louise, take more food because
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you have to work hard” Since
the plate I used was too small
(for a worker) used to take rice
many times and he had noticed
it. One day while returning after
his work from Kottayam he had
purchased a big plate for me and
advised me, while handing over
the plate to me, to take rice two
times and not several times. The
plate presented to me by him is
preserved by me till this day.

Though we both speak dif-
ferent languages and do not un-
derstand each other (language),
we had no problem in working
smoothly because he used to
make me understand every-
thing by way of making signs
and by drawing in paper.

Once I had decided to leave
Kattappana due to the sickness
of my wife and I informed him
about my decision. He persuad-
ed me to stay there and continue
the treatment and also told me
that my wife would be cured be-

wiom Il SAW

cause he would pray to Jesus for
her cure. I am happy that till this
day she is well.

I had no house of my own in
Kattappana in 1974 and when
I wanted one, he helped me fi-
nancially to construct one.

He was a genuine mission-
ary and a God like person to the
poor. I can recall from my fad-
ing memory, that he had helped
more than Three thousand poor
people financially. He used to
visit the poor every Sunday
without any distinction (caste
or creed). I used to accompany
him whenever he visited them.
To climb the hill, T was like a
walking stick to him.

When he became old, after
handing over the charge of the
institution, told me (gave me
one instruction to follow) that
all the brothers of the institution
were his brothers and I must fol-
low their orders.
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BRO. FORTUNATUS THANHAEUSER

was just 17 years old in Sep-

tember 1960, when I had my
first contact with the Hospital-
ler Order of St. John of God and
Brother Fortunatus Thanhaeus-
er. I understood that our Lord
is calling me to follow him as a
religious in a Religious Order.I
felt myself called to become a
Franciscan Brother and I want-
ed to serve in the Missions. I
therefore approached the Hos-
pitaller Brothers in Frankfurt,
where the Brothers were run-
ning a General Hospital, to get
from them some information,
where I could get training as a
male-nurse. After explaining
the whole matter to the Brother
at the reception, he told to me
the following: “If you like to be-

come a religious and serve as a
male-nurse in the Missions, this
is not possible in the Franciscan
Order at all, there is only one
possibility, you must join our
Order” And he gave me some
pamphlets about the Hospitaller
Order and told: “Our General-
Delegate and Novice-Master
Bro. Fortunatus Thanhaeuser is
out of station. Please come next
Tuesday afternoon and meet
him and discuss the whole mat-
ter with him”I was highly dis-
turbed, because I had been in
contact with the Franciscans for
the last three years and I had no
intention to join the Hospitaller
Order. I took the pamphlets and
went away immediately. After
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going through the pamphlets at
home, I slowly understood that I
could follow my vocation also in
the Hospitaller Order. Anyhow
I decided to meet the General-
Delegate and Novice-Master
Fortunatus Thanhaeuser. I went
to the hospital of the Brothers
again on the following Tuesday;,
was led into the parlour and was
told that Bro. Fortunatus would
come immediately. And so it
was: | was waiting in the parlour
for few minutes and a tall Reli-
gious in a black habit entered,
after knocking at the door first.
His hair was short-cut and he
wore glasses like Mahatma Gan-
dhi. I got up and with a friend-
ly smile he gave me a shake of
hands. From that moment on-
wards it was clear to me: Tl
join the Hospitaller Order and
Brother Fortunatus will be my
example and as Novice-Master
he’ll be my spiritual father’

And so it came: I joined our
Order on 1st November 1960
and till today I am sure this was
the right decision and I have
never regretted this step. From
1st November 1960 he has been
my Postlant-Master, Novice-
Master and Scholasticats-Mas-
ter. He has admitted me into
the Order as a Postulant on 7th
March 1961, clothed me with
the Religious Habit and gave me
the Religious Name Brother Al-
fons Maria. As Major-Superior
he received my First Profes-
sion on 8th March 1962 and the
further renewals, as well as the
Solemn Profession on 29th June
1962, at the Feast of St. Peter
and St. Paul.
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Entering to my novitiate

When I joined the Order I
had informed Bro. Fortunatus
about my desire, to serve as a
Hospitaller-Brother and male-
nurse in any of the Mission-
Countries and Bro. Fortunatus
informed me, that at that time
our Province had no Foreign-
Mission. But he assured me, that
earlier or later, when our Prov-
ince would start a Foreign- Mis-
sion, he would request me to join
the Group of Missionary Broth-
er. In his Autobiography Bro.
Fortunatus is reporting about
the idea to start a Mission as fol-
lowing: “To think about start-
ing a Foreign-Mission was not
prevailing in those days in our
Vice-Province. I had read a lot
about India and was of the opin-
ion that it should be in India, in
case our Vice-Province should
start a Mission. More by acci-
dent I had come in contact with
an Indian Priest, who studied in
Germany and lived in a Parish
near Heidelberg. In that Parish
a young man was living, who
intended to join our Order. As
things, like joining a Religious
Order, can be best discussed in a
personal contact, I went to Hei-
delberg by train. I arrived in the
Rectory concerned at noon and
the Parish-Priest invited me for
lunch. I had a chance to discuss

At the celebration after my First Profession

with the Parish-Priest the mat-
ter about the young man, who
intended to join our Order. The
Indian Priest also took lunch to-
gether with us.

He was eager to get some
more Information about our
Order and finally told: T know
your Order from Rome, where
the Brothers, called in Italy ‘Fate-
benefratelli’, are running the
Hospital on the Tiber-Island’
The Indian Priest was aston-
ished and at the same time quite
happy, that he met in my Person
a German member of the Order,
because he continued: T know
your Order and my Arch-Bish-
op (Archbishop Mar Mathew
Kavukatt) knows you much bet-
ter. I'll send a letter to him im-
mediately, because he has told
to me, that he has the wish, that
this Order should start a Hospi-
tal also in his Archdiocese’ Af-
ter long talks, the Parish-Priest
told: “Today in my Rectory the
foundation of a Hospital of the
Hospitaller Brothers of St. John
of God has been achieved!’ I
myself objected: ‘No, no, so far
as that the whole thing has not
yet developed!” But the Parish-
Priest himself objected with
these words: ‘But I myself am
convinced, the foundation of
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a Hospital of the Hospitaller
Brothers of St. John of God has
been achieved!”

Brother Fortunatus contin-
ues: “The Indian Archbishop
Mar Mathew Kavukatt came
to our Community in Frank-
furt after the Conclusion of the
II.Vatican Council (8th Decem-
ber 1965). I noticed in my talks
with the Archbishop, that he
was informed about our Hos-
pital on the Tiber-Island much
better then I myself. His prede-
cessor tied in Rome in the Hos-
pital on the Tiber-Island, while
he had been in Rome for an ‘Ad
Limita Visit. He invited me to
come to India and to his Arch-
diocese at a very early date. I

was able to meet this invitation
only in 19677

It was between 8th Decem-
ber 1965 and his visit to India in
1967, that Bro. Fortunatus has
asked me, whether I was ready
to accompany his at the first
foundation of our Order in In-
dia in modern times. - Our Por-
tuguese Brothers had already
started their first hospital in
Goa in 1685, further foundation
of hospitals followed in Bassein,
Diu and Daman. All these hos-
pitals got lost during the secu-
larisation of 1930 in Portugal
and in the colonies of Portugal.

I immediately consented and
Bro. Fortunatus made all ar-
rangements to prepare me well

for the Mission in India. He sent
me to the Apostel-Stift / Broth-
ers-Institute in Cologne for a
one year course in Theologia and
Spirituality. A course of Tropical
Medicine followed in Hamburg
at the Bernhard Nocht Institute
/ Tropical Institute in Hamburg.
I was sent to Ireland in the Hos-
pital of our Order in Stillorgan/
Dublin, to improve my English.

Finally we got our long-term-
visas in 1969 and Bro. Fortuna-
tus and Bro. Prakash Madapally
left for India on 15th November
1969 and arrived in Kattappana
on 21st November 1969. I my-
self and my confrere Bro. Wer-
enfried Diel followed in April
1970.

Arrival of Bro. Fortunatus and of Bro. Prakash in Kattappana.

Bro. Fortunatus and Bro. Prakash with Monsignor Chittor
and the Vicar of Kattappana Father Joseph Maprekarote.

Really I am happy about my days
along with Bro.Fortunatus who will
be named as the Servant of God on
November 22" of 2014.

Bro. Fortunatus took part in the Blessing of the St. Antony’s Church
in Vandanmettu during his visit to India in 1967
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Jose Varkey
Joobin George
K.C. VARKEY GROUP

KOLLAMKUDIYIL AGENCIES

Padikara Building, Puliyanmala Road, Kattapana,
Ph: 04868 273023 (S) 274694(S)

Mob:9495983023, 9447827725
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K.C. VARKEY’S SONS

KOLLAMKUDIYILPAINTS

Decorative And Automotive Paints
Central Jn., Kattappana, Idukki Dist., Kerala- 685 508
Ph: 04868 273904 , Mob: 9495219773, 9744401022
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